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Just a Reminder
Sabbath March 24, 2013
Victory Everlasting Gospel Free S.D.A. Church
     “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon another, that: shall not be thrown down. And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, tell us, when shall these things be? And what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” (Matthew 24:2, 3)
     Let us pray

    Heb.3:5-6   [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake the3. So that we may boldly say, The Lord [is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

    Psa. 46: 1 God [is] our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psa 125:2   As the mountains [are] round about Jerusalem, so the LORD [is] round about his people from henceforth even for ever.  Amen

      Let those who have heard the truth for these last days study carefully the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy, and take heed to the warnings contained therein. Many who have heard the truth treat it as a garment, which they may put on at certain times, and lay off again at will.
     In the Word of God a high standard is presented for our attainment. If our natural temperaments are under control, if we are guided by the Holy Spirit, we shall follow a plain "Thus saith the Lord." We shall seek diligently to live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. We have no time to spend in trifling and frivolous matters. 
    In Luke 19:41-42 Christ gave his feeling concerning the destruction of Jerusalem. And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. Then Christ continues on and foretells of the destruction of Jerusalem in verses 43-44 saying For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 
    In A.D. 70 this prophecy was fulfilled when Titus a Roman general destroyed much of Jerusalem including the temple. “Men will continue to erect expensive buildings, costing millions of money. Special attention will be called to their architectural beauty and the firmness and solidity with which they are constructed, but the Lord has instructed me that despite the unusual firmness and expensive display, these buildings will share the fate of the temple in Jerusalem.”--5BC 1098 (1906) Pro 19:4 Says, wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his neighbour. 
     Jesus is on his way back to this earth. Now some of you are saying “People been talking about Jesus coming back for over a 100 years and He isn’t back yet. Man I have a $200,000 house…..I have 5 cars, a wife, kids and two girlfriends. I go to church every Sunday and the preacher did not say anything about the world ending. This is the life. This quote is from Today is Yesterdays Tomorrow, Sept. 2008. Sermon given by the late Leroy Penn. This is just one reminder on how we take things for granted and do not either look into or study the past. (Scripture) Pro 20:15 Says, there is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 
     JESUS SAYS IN (MARK 13; 5-6) “Take heed lest any [man] deceive you: For many shall come in my name, saying, I am [Christ]; and shall deceive many.” 
    In Matthew 24: 24 He also says, “For there shall arise false Christ’s, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”
    Then there are some of you that will believe things you have heard in the past from TV and newspapers but will not believe what the bible says. Let me read some headlines from history, in 1978, A miracle drug was discovered which doubled the human life span…
    1981, Montana became the first penal state in the country which meant all criminals given sentences would do their time there………
    Between Feb. and May of 1983 all the women in St. Louis lost their hair….
2008, President Bush has been chosen by the American public as being the greatest President ever…
     If any of you have never heard those news events, it’s a good reason for that. They never happened. They were all things predicted by well known Psychics... Quote from Leroy Penn, Today is Yesterdays Tomorrow. 1Th 5:21 says, Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
    Brothers and sisters, the words in the Bible, are inspired by God; He is the only one who can predict the future. Here again, this is Just a reminder.

    “We need to be anchored in Christ, rooted and grounded in the faith. Satan works through agents, he selects those who have been drinking of the living waters, …” Who is the living water? (JESUS)
    “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35). 
     “Satan works through agents. He selects those who have not been drinking of the living waters, whose souls are athirst for something new and strange, and who are ever ready to drink at any fountain that may present itself. Voices will be heard, saying, "Lo, here is Christ," or "Lo, there;" but we must believe them not. We have unmistakable evidence of the voice of the True Shepherd, and He is calling upon us to follow Him. He says, "I have kept my Father's commandments." He leads His sheep in the path of humble obedience to the law of God, but He never encourages them in the transgression of that law.” {5BC 1099.1}
     “In the Ten commandments God has laid down the laws of His kingdom. Any violation of the laws of nature is a violation of the law of God.” {1BC 1105.3} “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
     Always be prepared, keep your faith strong and continue too study the word of God. This is being taught over and over again here at Victory. Remember, your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walketh about. So keep the faith, and build on your faith remember the devil is seeking whom he may devour. Hey it's, just a reminder.

     So few people have Christ in their lives. Why? Didn’t Jesus ask his disciples, already knowing the answer, about when he returned “would he find faith” upon the earth”? He said, “Many would come, saying I am the Christ, and would deceive many”. Today there are over 41,000 Christian denominations. All claiming “he is Christ” but deceiving many saying that the Sabbath was nailed to the cross.

     He said our day it would be like it was in Noah’s day, people marrying and giving in marriage. The legalization of homosexual marriage is rolling through our legislatures being approved one state at a time. Jesus said in Luke 17: 29-30 ‘as it was in the days of lot, even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed’, this is just a reminder.

    Like Leroy explained to us, about the 200,000, the cars, a wife, kids, two girlfriends. He also said we go to church on Sunday and the pastor never talks about the end time. Right here alone, we are worshiping idols, we are proud, we are committing adultery, and we have broken the Sabbath and more. The pastor is leading people down the wrong path, by deceiving you    

	
	


    Mat 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
    So, what are you going to do, follow man or are you going to follow Christ? Mat 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
    If they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. Isa. 8:20
   What is happening here brothers and sisters, is we have two separate groups of people. (Revelation 22:11) says, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still…” Those are the unrighteous people of the world, who claim to be of the church or like many, not of the church. “…and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
    Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:6-7 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
     Now, let’s break this down according to what is going on today. Jesus tells us of rumours of wars. Oct.2007, you had a rumor going on about Pakistan and Iraq. Today, 2013, you have threats from North Korea towards South Korea and the United States. Israel has threatened Iran and Syria and the list goes on. Somewhere in this world there is a threat of war. Sept. 11 2001 Over 3000 people lost their lives. Terrorists commandeered four passenger airliners. You know the story. Then in 2003 the U.S. of America invaded Iraq. In the summer of 2006, a 34 day war was started by a terrorist group called Hezbollah. These are some of the Historic things that happen then. Today, we are involved in Afghanistan still on going. We have nations like Syria at war with its own people destroying and killing its own.

      In the year 2007, I brought to your attention about the genocide being committed in 1994 in the east-central part of Africa. Nearly one million people were killed. What is the difference, today in Syria year 2013 and Africa 2007? 
Horn of Africa Famine Cause
    The 2011 crisis in the Horn of Africa was caused by a combination of prolonged drought, rapidly increasing food prices and escalating conflict in Somalia. By September 2011, more than 13 million people were in need of humanitarian assistance. In 2007 one million were looking for assistance in Rwanda. We now have all kinds of pestilences going on without clean water, food, and medicine. Believe it not the same is going on here in your own country.
    Be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the LORD God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see. (2nd Chronicles 30:7) Civilizations of all age, size and shape will suffer through wars and rumors of wars, famine and pestilences.
    Christ spoke on quakes in divers places. I want you to listen to me very carefully; I am going to give you events that have happen around the world. Northeast U.S., the great blizzard 2013, Solomon Island Columbia 7.0 earthquake, Hattiesburg Mississippi 15 tornadoes hit land in one day, Vatican city Rome lightning strikes St. Peters Basilica after announcement of the pope resignation, Ural region Russia 6.9 quake, Meteorite explosion Slatter city Russia over 1000 injuries, Asteroid passes close to earth, closer than some of our own satellites, meteor passes over Ca.,
    In the Philippines 6.2 quake, New Zealand north island 6.0 quake, meteor passes over Florida, Winter blast of snow across midwest, Old gold coast Miami shorelines washed away, Sicily Athens torrential rains wash away vehicles, N.S.W Australia floods, Sydney Australia torrential rain, Mississippi and the Great lakes at its lowest since 1930, Boston blasted with snow fall, Kamchatica Russia hit with four volcanoes that erupt at the same time. In Ireland 7.0 quake and whales was up on shore. Now you might say, why so much information about all these happenings around the world? All of this happened just in the month of Feb 2013. I by passed Jan. and March. I'm just trying to show prophecy at its best; Christ cannot and does not lie.
    Luke 21:11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. Luke 21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
    Luke 21:26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after these things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. Just a reminder.
    We need Christ in our lives more than ever today. Prayer seems to be lost in this world we live in. We speak of Daniel’s diet, and Daniel’s praying 3 times a day. Why seek to imitate his diet, but neglect to imitate the way he prayed? Do we really believe “prayer changes things”? Does our prayer life reflect that belief? James the “brother of the Lord” was known among the Christians and Jews of his day as “old camel knees” because his knees became calloused, because of his devotion to prayer. Do we “pray without ceasing”? 

     Do we not know that the adversary is leading us down the path of unrighteousness? We can not see the forest for the trees, why, God has been taken out of people lives.
     (Revelation 11:18) says, “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.” 
    This means in short, the Gentile nation will be subjugated, (conquered or subdued). The wrath of God will take vengeance on the enemies, the dead of all ages will be judged. Old Testament and tribulation saints who have died will be raised and rewarded. Those who have tried to destroy the earth will themselves be destroyed by God. And God who can not tell a lie will continue to be faithful fulfilling His covenant promise. Mal 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not.
    Mark 13: 9 - 11, “But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. And the gospel must first be published among all nations. But when they shall lead [you], and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.”
    The Holy Spirit will guide you in your hour of trials and persecution but may not provide an escape from persecution or even death.
    “Jesus knows us individually, and is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He knows us all by name. He knows the very house in which we live, the name of each occupant.” … “Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as if he were the only one for whom the Saviour died. The distress of every one touches His heart. The cry for aid reaches His ear.” “He cares for each one as if there were not another on the face of the earth.” Desire of Ages pg 479 and 480 
     I'm not up here to give a sermon, I have heard and seen too much in these coming years that have reminded me of what is to come. I'm reminded of so much in scripture. The end time is what bothers me most. Why, no one cares, no one listens and most who have heard, have forgotten it. Why we are so tied up in man that we do not know if we are coming or going. Guess what, you better wake up. The time of the end is near. Just a reminder.
    Mark13: 12 & 13 “Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against [their] parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all [men] for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 
     Pro 29:15  The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
    Pro 20:20  Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness. 
    In war, you do not know who your brothers are. Who do you trust? Families today kill over little things. A young man was given a party after being released from jail by his grandparents, he killed them. In Afghanistan since the start of the war, America has lost over 2,600men. Some of these death were from their Afghan brothers in arms. In Chicago alone in less than six years over 4,000 young folks have lost their lives the youngest was only six month old. Read 2nd timothy 3:13 when you find the time, it tells us, the last days will be filled with bloody crimes. 
    Daniel 12:4 tells us that in the time of the end, many will go here and there as knowledge increases. Before 1850 people traveled on horse and buggy. Now we can travel faster than the speed of sound. We have cars, planes, jets and trains just to mention a few modes of transportation. We even have a space shuttle that can take you into space and soon to other planets. But we must remember; all of the knowledge and new inventions can not take you to heaven. This is modern progress. Quote: “Today is Yesterday’s Tomorrow” by Leroy Penn. 
   The whole world follows after the beast. The Catholic Church just voted in a new pope who according to CNN news was ordained for the Jesuits in1969. Just a reminder.
    We close with verses 24-26 of Mark,
  “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 
    We know he was born in a manger, we know he fed 5000 people with two fish and 5 loaves of bread; we know he can walk on water, with no special effects; he can turn water into wine. He is hailed king of all kings, leader of the universe, the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the end the bright and morning star, the prince of peace. 
    And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. Mark 13:27
    “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most high whose kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” Dan7:27 Verse 27 shows our Father sharing His rule with us, the saints. Hey, Just a reminder.
    The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. Psa 24:1 
    Remember how we are to Love one another'. That the world would know we are His disciples by our “Love for he one another.” Let each of us make a mental list, of all the different ways we have shown love for a family member, or a member of the family of God, the church. Have we made a call to someone we usually don't call, have we sent a card to someone sick, have we sent an e-mail if we have internet. Have we put out one bible tract or DVD in a public place or given one to someone in whose spiritual life we have an interest? How are people going to know the truth if we “hide it under a bushel.”
     We should not be “secret service" Christians. A church, grows close, and grows larger because people want to be a part of it, depending up on how each member shows love for them and for one another...That we can have all sorts of attributes/qualities, according to 1Cor 13, but if we lack Love then all is lost. 
     We show we love God, by how we keep the first 1-5 commandments, no other Gods, no images, don’t take the Lords name in vain, remember the Sabbath, and honor thy father and mother. And we show our love for our fellow man, by how we keep the last 5, do not kill, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bare false witness and do not covet.  
     We were told when we see all these calamities that we are to “look up for our redemption draweth nigh.”

     Just a Reminder to love one another & Look Up....
    Let's Pray
    Father, in the name of Jesus we pray, you know our frame; you know that we are dust. We are your children, and as all children need, reminders, to continue to do the right things, to walk the right path.  Just like speed limits signs on the side of the road, spaced a couple of miles or so apart, they serve as reminders for the driver that he not break the law. 
 
    You have given us your holy Sabbath, the only commandment that says “Remember” at which time we can come before your pastors and teachers, and receive the needed reminders from Your Word, to keep us on the “narrow way”.  In Psalms and 1 Peter we are reminded that man’s life is like a blade of grass. We don’t know from one week to the next which of us will still be here in the land of the living.  May this message be a reminder to all who have heard it, to recommit their heart, mind and soul, back to you,  that as these end times progress, that we will be found worthy to escape the things that are coming upon this earth, as we warn those who are lost….
     You know we need reminders too, and as you continue to send us reminders, of what pleases you, we are to love you and love one another.  
     Rom.8:31   What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who [can be] against us? Phm.1:4   I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers. Amen 
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